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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A An angular ground covering element (2) of artificial 
stone material, having a basic shapo corresponding to a unification of several square 
basic elements (4; 6; 8), i n particu l ar an angular ground cover i ng ele m e nt (2), the 
ground covering element (2) compr i s i ng including projections (4€)-and recesses (48) 
aW-around its circumference, 

wherein all circumferential basic element sides (12) as s ee n from th e c e nt e r 
(22) of tho particular basic e lomont uppor side having have substantially the same 
profile (14) which i s substant i a ll y po i nt symmotr i c w i th rospoct i ts halv i ng point (20), 
charactor i zod i n that said profile (14) consists consisting of three projections (16 a, b, c ) 
and three recesses (18 a, b. c ); 

and i n that wherein . with respect to said profile (14), the middle projection (16b) 
and the middle recess (18b) each are cons i derab l y wider than the two other adjacent 
projections (16a, 16b) and recesses (18a, 18c), respectively. 

2. (currently amended) A The ground covering element according to claim 1, 
characterized in that said projections (46) and recesses (18) ar e have a trapezoidal 
profile . 

3. (currently amended) A The ground covering element (2) according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that said projections (4§) and recesses (48) are confined each by an at 
least partly rounded line. 

4. (currently amended) A The ground covering element (2) according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that the middle projection (16b) and the middle recess (18b) are at 
least 1J5 4t$ times as wide as the two adjacent ether projections (16a, 16c) and 
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recesses (18a, 18c), respectivel y, and moro preferab l y at least 2.0 times as wido as the 
two other project i ons (16a, 16c) and r e c e sses (18a, 18c), r o spoctiv ol y . 



5. (currently amended) A The ground covering element (2) according to claim 1 , 
character i z e d — in that i t has further including spacer projections on its 

circumference , w i th th e s e spacer project i ons (28) boing loft d i sr e gard e d in th e 
consideration of the g e om e tr i c re l at i onsh i ps i nd i cated in c l a i m 1 . 



6. (currently amended) A The ground covering element (2) according to claim 1 , 
charact e riz e d i n that i t further including at least one dummy gap (2§) on its upper side, 
which generally extends preferably i n conform i ty with along the junction line of the 
unification of two adjacent basic elements 



7. (currently amended) A An angular ground covering element (2) of artificial 
stone material, hav i ng a bas i c shap e corresponding to a unification of several square 
basic elements (4; 6; 8), i n part i cu l ar an angu l ar ground covor i ng e l ement (2), the 
ground covering element (2) comprising projections (4€) and recesses (18) a ll around 
the its circumference and comprising retractions (30) on the circumference wh i ch r e su l t 
in e ffic ie nt wat e r p e n e trat i on passag e s i n a group of th e adjac e nt l y l a i d ground cov e ring 
ele m e nts (2), for drainage of water, characterized in that the projections (4£) and 
recesses (48) i n the i r e nt i r e ty ar e d e fin e d by on e profil e (14) e ach for on each 
circumferential basic element side (12) , th e r e being provided are defined by a profile, 
extending from a first end to a second end of the basic element side, said profile being 
chosen from the group of profiles consisting of: 

(a) on zoro to a ll c i rcumforont i al bas i c ele m e nt s i dos (12), substantia ll y a f i rst 
profile (14a) oach, hav i ng — as soon from tho center (22) of th e particu l ar basic 
e l ement uppor s i de a first profile (14a) having a first end neighboring projection 
(16a) adjacent the first end of the basic element side , a second end neighboring 
projection (16c) adjacent the second end of the basic element side and an e nd 
d i stanc e a third projection (16b) therebetween , said third projection being spaced 
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from the ends, wherein said retraction (30) is positioned between said second 
projection and one of said first and third projections ; 

(b) and on z e ro to part of th e c i rcumf e r e ntia l basic ele m e nt s i d e s (12), 
substant i a ll y a second prof i le (14b) each, hav i ng as soon from th o c e nt e r (22) of 
tho part i cu l ar basic olomont uppor side a second profile (14b) having a first end 
neighboring projection (16a)) adjacent the first end of the basic element side and 
a second end neighboring projection (16c)) adjacent the second end of the basic 
element side, wherein said retraction (30) is positioned between said first and 
second projections ; and, 

(c) and on zoro to part of tho c i rcumf e r e nt i a l bas i c o l omont s i dos (12), 
substant i a l ly a third profi l e (14c) oaoh, hav i ng — as soon from tho contor (22) of 
the part i cular basic e l e m e nt upp e r s i d e - a third profile (14c) having afh-e^d 
d i stanc e a first projection (46 a 16b ) spaced from said first and second ends and 
an a second end neighboring projection (4€af 16c) adjacent the second end of 
the basic element side, wherein said retraction (30) is positioned between said 
first and second proiections fHI 

{4} wher ei n, furthermore, th e additiona l condition ho l ds that, on oach c i rcumf e rentia l 

basic e l e m e nt s i d e (12), th e r e is prov i d e d a first prof ile (1 4 a) or a s e cond prof i l e (14 b) or 
a third prof il e (14 c); 

(e) and wh e r ei n f i na l ly, for laying a group of th e ground cov e r i ng ele m e nts (2) 

adjacent oach oth e r, 

a f i rst prof il e (14a), if prov i d e d, can bo app li ed to a f i rst prof i le (14a), i f prov i d e d, 

of a n e ighbor i ng ground cov e ring ele m e nt; 

or can bo applied to a second prof il e (14b), i f provided, of a neighboring ground 

cover i ng e l em e nt; 

or can be app l ied to a th i rd prof i le (14c) t i f provided, of a n ei ghbor i ng ground 

cover i ng ele m e nt; 

a second prof i le (14b), i f prov i ded, can bo appl ie d to a socond profi l e (14b), i f 

prov i ded, of a neighboring ground cover i ng element; 
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or can be app l iod to a third prof i le (14c), i f prov i ded, of a n e ighboring ground 

cov e r i ng e lem e nt, 

and a th i rd profi le (14c), i f prov i ded, can bo app l i e d to a th i rd profi le , if prov i ded, 

of a ne i ghbor i ng ground covering element . 

8. (currently amended) A The ground covering element (2) according to claim 7, 
characterized in that said projections (4§) and recesses (4&) are trapezoidal. 

9. (currently amended) A The ground covering element (2) according to claim 7, 
characterized in that said projections (4€) and recesses (4&) are confined eaeh by an at 
least partly rounded line. 

10. (currently amended) A The ground covering element (2) according to claim 7, 
characterized in that said retractions (30) are trapezoidal. 

11. (currently amended) A The ground covering element (2) according to claim 7, 
characterized in that the retractions (30) are each confined by an at least partly rounded 
line. 

12. (currently amended) A The ground covering element (2) according to claim 7, 
characterized in that, with respect to the first profile (14a), 

- the first end neighboring projection (16a) begins substantially at the first end of 
the basic element side (12), 

- a first recess (18c) is provided adjacent to the second end neighboring 
projection (16c) has bes i de i ts e lf a recess (18c) , said first recess extending up to the 
second end of the basic element side (12), 

- an addit i ona l a second recess (18a) is provided between the end d i stanc e third 
projection (16b) and one of the first and second end neighboring projections (16a; 16c), 

and a retraction (30) is prov i d e d b e tw ee n the end d i stance proj e ct i on (16b) and 
the other e nd ne i ghbor i ng project i on (16c; 16a) and, 
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- wherein said two first and second end neighboring projections (16a, 16c) and 
said two first and second recesses (18a, 18c) hav i ng a l l have substantially the same 
width. 

13. (currently amended) A The ground covering element (2) according to claim 7, 
characterized in that, with respect to the second profile (14b), 

- the first end neighboring projection (16a) begins substantially at the first end of 
the basic element side (12), 

- a recess (18c) is provided adjacent to t he second end neighboring projection 
(16c) has bosido i tsolf a r e ooss (18c) . said recess extending up to the second end of the 
basic element side (12), and; 

a rotraction (30) io prov i ded b e twoon thoso projoctions (16a, 16c), 

- wherein said twe first and second projections (16a, 16c) and said recess (18c) 
hav i ng have att substantially the same width (Fig. 5) . 

14. (currently amended) A The ground covering element (2) according to claim 7, 
characterized in that, with respect to the third profile (14c), 

- a first recess (18c) is provided adjacent to the second end neighboring 
projection (16c) has bos i do itsolf a rocoss (18) said first recess extending up to the 
no i ahbor i na second end of the basic element side (12), 

- a second recess (18a) is provided adjacent to the first end d i stanc e projection 
(16b) has bos i do i tsolf an additional recess (18a) said second recess extending up to 
the first end of the basic element side (12) that i s closer to tho sam e , and ; 

a rotraction (30) i s provided botwoon tho ond d i stance proj e ction (16b) and the 
ond ne i ghboring projection (16c), 

- wherein said second end neighboring projection (16c) and said first recess 
(18c) hav i ng have substantially the same width and said add i t i ona l second recess (18a) 
hav i ng has substantially twice the width with respect thereto. 
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15. (currently amended) A The ground covering element (2) according to claim 7, 
characterized in that the retraction (30) i n e ach of th e first prof i l e (44a) and/or th e 
s e cond profi l e (14b) and/or tho th i rd profi le (14c) is at least 33 % of the width of the 
p a rt i cu l ar circumferential basic element side (12) , preferab l y at least 40 % and most 
pr e ferably at l east 50 % . 

16. (currently amended) A The ground covering element (2) according to claim 7, 
characterized in that the particu l ar retraction (30) i s at l oast in part taken back extends 
further into the ground covering element than the rocoss or recesses (48) of the 
particu l ar basic element side (12). 

17. (cancelled) 

18. (cancelled) 

1 9. (currently amended) A The ground covering element (2) according to claim 7, 
charaotor i zod in that it has further including spacer projections (28) on its circumference 
, w i th thoso spacor projections (28) bo i ng l oft d i sregarded i n tho cons i derat i on of th e 
geometric re l ationships ind i cated i n c l a i m 7 . 

20. (currently amended) A The ground covering element (2-) according to claim 7, 
charact e rizod i n that it has further including at least one dummy gap (26) on its upper 
side, which generally extends proforab l y in conform i ty with along the junction line of the 
unification of two adjacent basic elements (4; 6; 8) . 

21. (cancelled) 
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